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11/17/68 

Mr. Bill Box ley 
Office of tbc D. A. 

New Orleans, La. 

Dear Bill, 


It was after midnight that I got hone, after e taxing, four-week: 
trip, exhausted. 111, end feeing an enormous accumulation of mall. Before me 
I here the notes of thi* trip, in iteelf an enormous task, in the context of 
the other work I must do. That includes the reeding to two completed manus- 
cripts preparatory to final typing. 

From this, I hope you will understand that in writing you before 
I do anything elee, I attribute considerable aignifi Genoa to it. 

We newer did here e chance to get together, alone, during my 
recent visits to Sew Orleans. Tee indicated the deeire, os I did, 1 held ay- 
self available every night I wee there and each day I was in the office in 
the afternoon I welted until after it closed. Bach day 1 west there lunch 
time I ha Id that open, too. 

Am a consecuence, there are many things we did not get s chance to 
discuss. This lack of internal communication heo become e great problem end 
may be one of the greatest hazards we face. You saw one dramatic end costly, 
albeit harmless example in the caae of the literature-distribution footage. 

It is not the only one. Other* may not be heraleea. There ere other areas in 
which 1 have been working in which you aleo ere. In some I have been able to 
tap dependable sources not accessible to you. 

Now that you know I have been to Bellas, even if you know only 
some of those 1 have aeon, you should be able to guess one of these subjects. 

It is one on which I understand you have been pushing hard snd have ^ixn'e 
ear and interest. On it I expect assistance from two of the highly-pieced 
people with whom I had long meetings. Where we now need have questions, soon 
we should be la a position where the answers are definitive. 

The invltetlon 1 accepted was of long standing. I delayed accepting 
it until I bad reason to believe conditions would be most propitious. 7?ith some 
of those with whom I met ( end this, a» you realize, 1 did not have time to 
go into when we all act with Jim end he pooped out from illnese) I had earlier 
been in fruitful correspondence. I waited until I would not be going hat in 
hand, for this is not the beet way to ask help. Those of whom I asked it 1 
first obligated to me. Then I sought their aid. I expect it, as 1 expect it 
to be dependable. The information I look forward to receiving should be the 
beet possible in the areas in which I esk it. 

Aa you else may have observed, I spend ea little time in the office 
as I can when 1 am In New Orleans, for people will talk to me when they will 
not to officials, end there ere etill too many people to be talked to. In this 
area els© ray recent work hes been fruitful. God knows when I’ll be eble to 
type memos on these interviews. However, by this unsafe medium, I still tell you 
that 1 have topped several sources on the other side, those friendly with or 
associated with defendants end unfriendly witnesses. 
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Hera* also I look forward to fruitful results in ereas of your 
interest sad activity, as I glean if from consent in the office, the only 
source 1 had - and it ea e&cidenial one. 

u nlese I seriously misread what I have seen, in two areas ia 
which I have long had interest and long been seeking fact, I believe you 
ere in error, possibly booby-trapped. In both I believe you heve Jim’s ear 
and that he is acting on thia. In both, I have reason to believe disaster 
impends. Ton should have little difficulty anticipating et least one of these. 
I ask you to consider the awesome potential of his acting on what you have 
presented to him end being wrong. 

It will be ruinous to him, to you personally, pertlculerly because 
of your background, end to all of us. 

Because there ia no immediate need for heste, I strongly encourage 
you to slow him down, to prevent precipitous eotion, until my own work ia 
completed. I cannot aay how long this will require. It may be only a few 
days, w&ieh ie my hope. At worst it should not be more than a few weeks. 

This is still but a Short wait, particularly when you ooneider the possible 
consequences of not waiting. I regard thia as of sufficient importance to 
have gone to the trouble of establishing two entirely new means of getting 
the information down there when 1 get it. 

Of ell the people working with Jim, you clone, in the pest, have 
discussed with me the workings of the derartment of disinformation. You 
underatend it. Therefore it wcttld be even more tragic were you to become one 
of its victims, or were *im and all of ub through you. 

In your case, the consequences will be worse because you will 
immediately be accused of acting for your former connections. If everything 
we heve* ell worked so hard for is torpedoed, regardless of purity of intent, 
end you are a meens, who will believe anything else? 

Therefore, I urge you to see to it that there is no hasty action 
until I get the answers I expect. After knowing •'itn for a year and a half I 
era certain he is on the verge of doing somethings. 1 believe you have led him 
there and am certain you must lead him back before it ia too late. 

Six weeks to two months ago I hed made tentative arrangements to be 
in New Orleans for two weeks beginning December 1. Thet is now but two weeks 
awsy. If I heve not received the answers 1 expect by then, I will then be but 
an hour and e half away from them end can go for them, in person, rather then 
having just asked for them. If I by then do not heve the answers, I will go. 
thus lim* you and ell of us will heve had protection - end at no real cost. 

I cannot communicate this to Jim without undercutting you, so I 
have not. I realized: this places s greater burden on you, but thst eeems to 
be a less undesireeble a*, alternative. However, I have no objection at ell to 
your discussing this with him. 

When you know I have not yet had time to unpack, you know the sig- 
nificance I attach to this letter. I send it certified to essure its delivery. 
As soon as 1 have answers, you will have them. 


Sincerely, 
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